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To be valuable for environmental policy and practice, evidence 

syntheses must address relevant questions, and their findings need to 

be recognised as legitimate evidence. To increase their relevance and 

uptake, and according to CEE guidelines, systematic evidence syntheses 

should be planned with the help and engagement of stakeholders, i.e. 

organisations and individuals that may be affected by, or for other 

reasons have an interest in the findings of a particular evidence 

synthesis. We present a five-step approach to stakeholder engagement 

in prioritisation and planning of environmental evidence syntheses 

used by Mistra Council for Evidence-based Environmental Management 

(EviEM). The approach includes: 1) stakeholder identification; 2) 

identification of policy- and practice-relevant topics; 3) prioritisation of 

review questions; 4) establishment of the specific scope of a review; 

and 5) a public review of a draft review protocol. Challenges and 

valuable lessons learnt from the engagement process will be discussed. 
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